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As we continue to understand social distancing
and all the nuances of our current situation, Fairway
Christian Church’s heart for caring has never beat
stronger. The outpouring of kindness and concern is
heartwarming and inspiring. Thank you for being
such a caring church.
Recently, we asked for volunteers to call our entire
church membership to check in on each other. And,
to see how things are going and if there are any
immediate needs the church might be able to help
with. The response was more than positive, and we
all enjoyed hearing from other members and knowing
we are cared for and prayed for. Great job call
volunteers.

What we’ve been doing….
1. New signs have been installed at both entrances to
our parking lot.
2. Floors in the Fellowship Hall, Nursery & Room E
have been stripped and waxed.
3. All chairs and pews have been cleaned and sanitized.
4. Audio/Visual equipment in the Worship Center has
been upgraded to allow for Live Streaming in the
future.
5. Each weekend, our cleaning service comes in and
goes through the whole building spraying a fine mist
sanitizer to ensure our building is safe and clean for
all.
6. As Phase One progresses the Elders and Ministers are
planning for a “soft” opening when the time comes.
Additional seating will be available throughout the
building with audio and video to allow for social
distancing.

The virus is still out there … wear your masks,
wash your hands and social distance.
STAY SAFE!!
You are in our Prayers!

This week, we are launching another call effort, this
time to reach our visitors that have attended Fairway
in the last year. We want our visitors to know that we
appreciate them attending and hope they will return
when we resume services.
Another “shout out” and thank you to our “Mask
Makers” volunteers that have made masks for our
congregation. God has blessed them with sewing
skills, and they have used these skills to bless our
congregation.
Fairway Christian Church is a strong, vibrant and
loving church. I am so happy to be a part of our
“We Care” movement.
Blessings, Bob Harris

1. If you do not have access to the Internet and cannot
watch the weekend Worship Service, please call
and let us know and we can have a DVD made for
you of each service.
2. We have individual communion for you if you
would like to partake during the online worship
services. It can be picked up in the front office
Monday—Friday, 8:30 am—1:00 pm.
3. If you need a mask to protect yourself when you
have to leave your house, call and let us know. We
have some very talented Ladies that are making
masks for our Fairway family.
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Generosity in a time of crisis is when their
testimony can be the greatest.
Reminder that the budgeted expenses for this
fiscal year is right at $40,000 per week.
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We are all so anxious right now with the quarantine, the
economy, our health care system, our families, friends, and
on and on. But as we all know, we have one constant, our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who tells us thru Philippians
4:6-7 "Do not be anxious about anything but in every situation by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus."
Be strong, you are all in our hearts and prayers every day.
Blessings,
Your Elders, April 13, 2020

None of us ever expected to be isolated from each other
like we are now. Can anyone imagine not gathering
together and worshiping our Savior on Resurrection Day?
It was one of the most peculiar days we have ever experienced. Fortunately our Lord and Savior is with us now
and forevermore. He tells us through James 1: 2-4
"consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever
you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the
testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything."
Pray without ceasing. We are all praying for you.
Blessings,
Your Elders.
April 20, 2020
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Wednesday Connecting Point with Michael April 1, 2020
Serving Others
"For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Mark 10:45
Our grandson, Noah, is 10 months old. He is very busy and curious about life. He is pretty self-absorbed, like most
little boys his age, only thinking about his need, his toys, his food, his comfort level, his naps.
I was surprised the other day when I was playing with him and he was staring at my face. He does that a lot, like he’s
freezing a memory. Then he reached into his mouth and offered me his most prized possession… his pacifier or Binkie, as we call it.
My heart melted because he was learning to share. He wanted me to have something that made him happy and calm
and safe. Maybe he thought I needed it with the current stress level we are dealing with in our country. A Binkie is a
lot better for me than taking up smoking or drinking.
As I watched Noah offer me his Binkie, the Holy Spirit led my mind to Mark 10:45: "For even the Son of Man came
not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many."
Jesus is our greatest example of selflessness. Scripture is full of examples of Him serving others - from going out of
His way to talk to the woman at the well, to healing lepers, to washing His disciples' feet, to the ultimate sacrifice of
giving His life. I often get so caught up in my own needs that I do not think of others or look for ways to serve like
Jesus. But watching Noah that day inspired me.
He taught me several valuable lessons:
Consider the needs of others.
Noah felt uneasy and felt like I was uneasy, too. He offered me something that calms him.
Serve generously and without reservation.
Noah quickly popped out his Binkie and tried to put it in my mouth. He didn’t have to think twice.
Serve with gladness.
Noah smiled a big grin with his two shinny white teeth when I made big deal of his generosity. He delighted in giving
it to me. Now he offers me his chewed food at meal times.
Opportunities to serve are all around us. It's easy to find them when we are at home: doing someone else's chore or
fixing someone a special meal during a hard week. But God gives us plenty of opportunities to imitate Him outside
our houses too. We can hold the door for a mom pushing a stroller. Help a neighbor rake their yard. Or offer to get
someone a refill while at a restaurant (when they re-open).
God will put someone in our path whom we can serve today. Let's consider their needs and serve them gladly, without
reservation!
TRUTH FOR TODAY:
Philippians 2:3-7, "Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men." (ESV)
Proverbs 11:25, "Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one who waters will himself be watered."(ESV)
PRAYER:
Father, enable us to see the needs of others. Give us the confidence to serve without hesitation. In Jesus' Name, Amen.
There is light at the end of this isolation we are forced to live in, that light is our Savior Jesus Christ. We
eagerly await our physical reunion with you our brothers and sisters of spiritual faith. This time has
strengthened our need to be together, worship together, pray together, and give praise together to our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. We have learned just how much we need to be together, and we give praise for
that. Did our Savior do this to strengthen our need to worship together? Jesus tells us in Hebrews 10:2425 “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encourage one another-and all the more as you see the
day approaching.
Each of you continues to be in our hearts and prayers...Blessings, your Elders April 27, 2020

Wednesday Connecting Point from Bob

April 8, 2020

“You may be the only Bible some unbelievers will ever read.”
I read this quote and I was touched by the depth of truth in these words. I feel I have always been a believer.
However, I did not attend church as a youth nor did I like the “hellfire and brimstone” preaching when I did attend
church, (although it seemed to appeal to others). I guess I was lost and searching for the God I could believe in.
One day, I found myself sitting across the room in my very first job interview. I was intimidated by the professional
looking office and really intimidated by a man sitting on the other side of the desk who looked just like Michael
Ansara, the actor who played Cochise in the 1956 TV show “Broken Arrow”. I stammered and stuttered my way
through the interview and somehow got he job. (No one else apparently applied).
His name was Jim Lawrence and I worked for him for 5 years. He was a wonderful Christian man. Jim apparently
sensed my uneasiness about faith, because he never spoke to me about faith, or scripture or prayer. Ultimately, it was
his actions not his words that demonstrated his Christian faith to me. I watched him closely and I saw; integrity,
kindness, honesty, patience and a peace that I did not know. I wanted to be like Jim and I eventually found my
pathway to accepting Jesus Christ based on much of what I saw in Jim.
It is especially important these days to teach about Jesus and sometimes it’s even useful to use words.
Remember: “You may be the only Bible some unbelievers will ever read.”
Matthew 5:15-16
“Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that[a] they may see your good works and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.”
Connecting Point is a wonderful way for all of us to stay connected, and for our staff and ministers to tell you that we
love you and miss you and we hope to see everyone very soon.
Blessings, Bob Harris
“We Care”….. for each other!!!
Wednesday Connecting Point by Butch

April 15, 2020

In June of 2003 I was headed home with a box of hot, delicious fried chicken, ready to enjoy a nice dinner with my
family. As I drove my little 4x4 Ranger pickup along the winding and hilly roads that took me up through the local
State forest back home, a large pickup towing a long horse trailer came around one of the blind corners on my side! I
ended up rolling my truck on that curvy corner and coming to a sliding halt on the truck’s left side in the ditch on the
opposite side of the road. I know what you’re thinking – and no, I was not eating chicken and driving! However, not
one to waste good food, I tried to convince the EMT guys to retrieve the box of chicken so we could eat it on the way
to the hospital: no go. Over the next few days of rest and healing, I appreciated the numerous “Get Well” cards I received, but none more than the one from a dear sister in the church, well known as a “prayer warrior”.
You see, as the accident happened I was very aware my truck had gone into the air and was upside down! As it came
down on the driver side of the roof it was crushed down to the steering wheel, and my head, evidently, was pushed
forward and down toward the center of the cab. When the truck had skidded to a stop, on its side, I quickly realized I
was fortunate not to have suffered a broken neck. Most who saw the wreck wondered how I escaped without a broken
neck as well. The only thing I remember in those split seconds when the truck was thrown into the air rolling and
landed upside down crushing the roof in on my head, was that it felt “soft” like a pillow! It made no sense. I told this
to DeDe and the EMT guys in the ambulance ride to the hospital.
The accident happened on late Friday afternoon. In this sister’s card she described how she had been awakened at 4
a.m. on Thursday morning by a dream of a bald-headed guy (?) in a black truck (mine was black) involved in a
wreck. Many details of her dream and my wreck were eerily similar. Not knowing the guy in the dream, she felt compelled to get on her knees and pray for him and his safety. The next evening she heard about my accident and it was
then she realized she had been praying for me – her preacher!
Say what you want! Believe what you want. But I’m convinced, as my wife and many in our church were, that the
reason the roof of my truck felt “soft” like a pillow when it collapsed on my head was because God protected me
through the prayers of a dear, faithful prayer warrior who was ready to pray in the Spirit on all occasions! Never underestimate the power of prayer!
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always
keep on praying for the saints.”
Ephesians 6:18

Wednesday Connecting Point by Michael April 22, 2020
Being confined with 5 family members during this pandemic has taught me many things. First of all, be
careful who you surround yourself with. You never know how long you’ll be confined with them. I’m sure Vicki has
been second guessing her life choices, especially in a mate. We are not terribly creative about things to do when you
can’t go out and do things around town. The only tan you seem to get is from the light in the refrigerator. When you
are going through isolation and continuing to be on Weight Watchers, there REALLY isn’t much to do. I keep hearing that this lock down won’t last long, but it sure seems long.
I saw on Facebook the other day (another thing that passes the time) that this year, there are 29 days in
February, 90 days in March, and 5 years in April. I can relate to that.
Noah and his family endured confinement a lot longer than we will. It is estimated that they were on the ark
for about 365 days until the flood waters subsided. Scholars suggest that Joseph spent 10-12 years in an Egyptian
prison for doing nothing wrong. I guess we really don’t have it that bad.
We have hope because of Jesus. My mind always turns to music and I was reminded of this older song by
Chris Christian, Gloria Gaither, and Bill Gaither called “Then Came the Morning.” The lyrics of the chorus are,
“Then came the morning. Night turned into day. The stone was rolled away; Hope rose with the dawn. Then came the
morning. Shadows vanished before the sun. Death had lost and life had won for morning had come.”
The night of our confinement and lockdown will one day be lifted. We will return to worshipping together under one roof. We will be able to socialize and fellowship once again. But even if we never do, what Jesus did for us
on the cross and through the empty tomb promises us freedom and eternal life in heaven one day. His sacrifice is
enough. Stay safe!
Psalm 30:5b
“Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.”
Monday Connecting Point by Butch April 27, 2020
Licensed psychologist Leonard Felder wrote the following in a book of his titled The Ten Challenges;

Imagine for a moment that someone who cares about you has sent you a gift certificate for a day that is to be devoted
entirely to the needs of your soul. On that day you don’t have to work. You can take a walk and have a relaxing conversation with friends or loved ones about things that really matter. You can meditate, pray, and read the books that
speak to your soul. You can nap and let your mind take a rest, or dance and sing to let your spirit soar. For one day,
you can stop trying to prove yourself out in the world. You can look at your life as a blessing and feel at peace with
where you are right now. Instead of feeling fragmented and pressured, you can spend the day in a generous, positive,
and contemplative mood.
Does this sound too good to be true? You may be surprised to discover that this gift certificate…is actually the fourth
commandment. i
This current pandemic has forced us all to slow our lives down through social isolation. Our interaction with others
has been limited to those we choose to call or text or communicate with on some form of digital media. Our
“busyness” has been somewhat curtailed. If your health has not been compromised by this virus – and I pray it hasn’t
– this “crisis” has forced us to sort of put into practice an “extended” Sabbath. Have you stopped to assess any positive
results from this event? Have you found any silver linings behind those ominous looking clouds of this pandemic?
Habakkuk the Old Testament prophet lived in a time when his world was being threatened like never before. He questioned God as if He were unconcerned about the plight of His people. In chapter 2, verse 4, Habakkuk found the secret
to experiencing a “Sabbath” in the midst of fear and uncertainty. He finishes his little book in chapter 3, verses 17-19
with one of the most beautiful expressions of trust that is found in the entire Bible. Read his book and find out what he
wrote and pray that you can do the same in the midst of this pandemic.
——————————————————
i

Quoted from Dr. Siang-Yang Tan in Rest: Experiencing God’s Peace in a Restless World (Ann Arbor, MI: Servant Publications, 2000), 95.

Monday Connecting Point by Butch April 20, 2020
In keeping with my theme on prayer from Sunday’s message I want to share some related thoughts with you. On
retiring from the presidency, George Washington, in his farewell address, left our country a legacy of wise counsel.
The following words from his address show us what he regarded to be the foundation upon which the national life of
our country should be built. He said,
“Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable
supports…reason and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion
of religious principles….”
Our nation and her leaders would do well to listen to the advice of one of our greatest presidents. So many or our
present political, civic, and educational leaders seem to think that including religion and morality in the public realm
is offensive, if not harmful. Many would rather have them restricted to the place of private expression alone. A wall
of separation between church and state, unknown to our founding Fathers, has been discovered in our constitution by
the irreligious. They think it’s possible to maintain some semblance national morality without the religious foundation
upon which any moral system is built. Moral absolutes don’t just “fall out of the sky.”
If morality is built apart from absolutes given to us “outside” of ourselves – i.e. as in a transcendent God – then we
are left to make up our own version of right and wrong. This has proven to be an abject failure, as we have already
seen in our country.
I’m not trying to be doom and gloom. Quite the contrary, because in the midst of what we’re going through right
now as a nation – I know that we, the church, have the very thing we need now more than ever! We have, in the person of our great and sovereign God, One who will give us the courage, strength, tenacity, and vision to get us back on
the right track! We, God’s people, have an opportunity like never before, to utilize prayer as the means to ask God,
that in the midst of such a crisis, He would show Himself gracious, compassionate and strong; ready and willing to
bless our nation.
What I am saying is this may very well be one of the greatest opportunities God has handed us in recent times to
acknowledge our need for Him and turn to Him and seek His face. The church must lead the way. Would you pray for
a national revival to take place as a result of this pandemic? God has always been a specialist at showing up at just the
right time to deliver those who seek Him. 2 Chronicles 7:14 are words from God to His people through King Solomon. God told the King and his people what to do in order to secure His blessings upon their land. We should heed
God’s words for our land as well; “…if my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray
and
seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and forgive their sin and heal
their land.” Let’s begin praying.
Wednesday Connecting Point by Bob April 29, 2020
Corinthians 10:31 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”
I know there are early risers and then there are those of us who enjoy sleeping later in the morning. I tend to be an
early riser and I have always enjoyed the freshness of each morning. The morning has always represented all the possibilities of the day and the potential for unknown twists and turns that will come.
When I am in my deeper spiritual thoughts, I tend to see the mornings as the beginning of an opportunity to serve
God and His Kingdom that day. Serving, but not in an extraordinary way or an extraordinary deed but in simple
things like waving and smiling at our neighbors on the way to run an errand or acknowledging a salesperson in a grocery store or a landscaper going about their business or even taking the time to listen to someone struggling with an
issue. God uses small things to his glory.
I don’t believe that we have to always do big things to serve God, there are plenty of people doing big things. But,
if enough of us do small things we too can make a big difference. Some of our wonderful members here at Fairway
Christian Church have been using their gifts to help out in our current situation. Some are making masks for the congregation; donating food, some have been calling to check on members and we will soon have a volunteer team calling and touching base with visitors who have previously attended Fairway. God uses small things to accomplish great
things, as in this story I read:
A little boy gave Jesus his lunch to feed the multitude. The boy was small and so was his lunch. We can safely assume the little boy was from a poor family based on the meager lunch he had that consisted of only two small pickled
herrings and five small barley loaves.
The small boy's lunch became the subject of one of the greatest miracles in the Bible. Once he surrendered it, his
lunch became something Jesus could work with. His little lunch ended up feeding 5,000 men and women and children
(John 6:9).
The life application here is that when you give Jesus your lunch no matter how small it is, it will be multiplied beyond your imagination. When you give Jesus the little you have, it becomes something bigger than what you gave Him.
Let’s all do something small today!

Fairway Christian Church
P.O. Box 271
Lady Lake, Florida 32158

Message from Butch
I listen to lots of podcasts during my walks around my neighborhood and when I’m in the car
(without DeDe – she’s not into podcasting). As you can imagine, they are all currently addressing
this pandemic and how it is affecting the church, how the church will recover, and respond.
But as they say in Texas: this ain’t the churches first rodeo. In its two-thousand year history, the
church has faced pandemics and plagues. This was brought to my attention by one of our Elders
recently. The Gospel coalition.org – a website I visit frequently, recently had an article written by
Glenn Scrivener that offers a helpful perspective on the uniqueness of the church’s response in times
past;
The mutual love of brothers and sisters in Christ meant that, on the one hand, those who pro
vided care were at a higher risk of infection, but on the other, those who were infected had
better survival rates. As these Christians made themselves vulnerable to death, they actually
found life. Once the plague had swept through, Christians were stronger. They were stronger
as a proportion of society, since more of them survived. They had more resilience because
they had a robust hope in the face of death. And they were stronger as communities, forging
even closer bonds through the sufferings they’d faced.
Exhibiting compassionate love and “robust hope in the face of death” has always been the church’s
proper response to the disasters that abound in this fallen world. Jesus once said, “Let your light
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in
heaven” (Matt. 5:16 ESV). Now more than ever, the world needs to see some light in the midst of
this darkness – let us be sure to shine brightly for the glory of our God!
Butch, Interim Preaching Minister

