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Resetting Fairway Christian Church
It has been said, “Never let a crisis go to waste.” Clearly this pandemic has been a crisis that has affected each of our
lives and the life of our church. Soon, we hope and expect, our church life will return and we will get back to
whatever our new “normal” might be. However, in this “crisis,” the Elders and Ministers have discerned a silver
lining. As a result, we have begun praying, working, and planning for a “strategic reset” of Fairway Christian Church.

This “strategic reset” will be a process to begin implementing the changes we see coming as a result of and in
anticipation of the “new” normal. We want to come out of this crisis with forward momentum ready to move into a
new and exciting future under the Lordship of our Savior Jesus Christ, who is and always will be the head of this
church! Being sensitive to this, your Elders want you to know that we’re praying and planning to “not let this crisis
go to waste.” With this in mind we are excited to make the following announcements:


The Elders have voted to recommend to the congregation that William (Butch) Gastfield be named to the position
of Preaching Minister of Fairway Christian Church. Under the by-laws of the church, the Elders must make this
recommendation to the full congregation, which will be given the opportunity to vote on the recommendation.
Under the by-laws this would require an 80% approval from the members voting. This will be done when we
reconvene as a church. If approved, the Elders will immediately begin a search to fill the vacant position Butch
currently holds as Associate Minister of Outreach & Involvement.



The Elders have also approved a new ministerial position titled Associate Minister of Discipleship. This new
position will be responsible for developing a comprehensive Christian Education process with the purpose of
training and equipping our members to become fully devoted disciples of Jesus Christ (See Matthew 28:18-20). A
search for this person has already begun.



The Elders have also begun the process of researching and interviewing Church consulting groups to help guide
us in the process of strategic planning and development for the future of Fairway. We want to begin positioning
Fairway to take advantage of the opportunities the Lord has laid before us.



And just to remind you - the Elders have already announced that work is now in progress to install the needed
infrastructure and equipment to enable Fairway to begin “live-streaming” her worship services and other
programs. This decision is a direct result of the “opportunity” God has brought to our attention through this crisis.
We see this as a tool to provide for our shut-ins and snowbirds, as well as an evangelistic outreach to our
community.

We hope you are as excited about these developments we’ve shared with you as your Elders and Ministers are! We
can assure you that Fairway will never compromise the gospel of Christ, but we are learning to be open to the
changes needed to effectively fulfill our mandate to make disciples and glorify Christ. We covet your prayers,
participation, and generous support as we move together into this exciting future!
Moving forward together in the fellowship of Christ,
The Elders of Fairway Christian Church
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You may have heard by now that Brenda
and I plan to move to Naples, FL in a month
or two. Sale of this house and purchase of
one there are underway. The main reason I
mention this is to say that plans for the Israel
Trip in April of 2021 are fully "on." 60+ of you were
signed up to go last April when C-19 caused us to
cancel, and I know most still plan to go, with the date
already set of April 12-22, 2021. I'll still have meetings
here later this year so you can learn about the trip and
come along if you wish. I've taken groups from
Fairway every two years since 2008, and this coming
one will probably be the last one. I'm hoping someone
here will take over, so that future Fairwayers will have
the chance to take this inspirational trip-of-alifetime. It's been a great pleasure for me every time
I've done it, and I believe every one of you who has
gone there would say the same.
Love and blessings to you John
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year in your prayers:
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Notice Regarding Women’s
Ministry Lunches for 2020
With the uncertainty of the
Coronavirus, even as
businesses and restaurants
are starting to reopen, many
people are still leery to be in
a large crowd.

With that being said, the
Women’s Ministry Advisory
Team have discussed and
voted to cancel all
luncheons until January
2021.
Until we are able to
reconvene our regular events
and activities, the Women’s
Ministry pray that you will
continue to be safe, stay well,
and be blessed by our Loving
God.

Monday Connecting Point by Butch — May 4, 2020
I have heard our president refer to this current COVID 19 crisis as a “war.” An unconventional war yes, but a war
nonetheless. I agree. To fight an unconventional war you must use unconventional weapons. That certainly goes for
fighting an unseen enemy like a highly contagious virus. It looks like we may be getting closer to winning this war –
we can only hope and pray that will be the case, but there is no guarantee a vaccine will be found.
Did you know we are engaged in another war? This war is also an unconventional war with an unseen enemy. I’ve
been reading Paul’s letter to the Ephesians and in 6:12 he describes the enemy like this; “For we do not wrestle
against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present
darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” This enemy is unseen for sure! Science and
vaccines are of no use against this enemy. No amount of boots on the ground or missiles launched into the air will
destroy this enemy. Because this is an unconventional enemy operating in realms that are unseen, we must use
unconventional weapons designed for such a battle.
This enemy specializes in using the subtlety of lies, false hopes, immoral living disguised as personal fulfillment,
hatred, anger, greed, and selfishness as things you should use to your own advantage. He seeks to destroy individuals,
families, communities, and nations. He wants nothing more than to convince you to put yourself in the place of God.

But Paul provides a list of weapons that will defeat this spiritual enemy. Look at Ephesians 6:13-18. These weapons
are: truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the word of God, and prayer. All of them are necessary
in this spiritual battle we fight daily. The truth as it is found in Jesus, living a righteous life, sharing the gospel that
brings peace between man and God through Jesus, standing firm in your faith, embracing the salvation that comes by
grace through faith, knowing and using the word of God, and praying without ceasing – these are the weapons we
each must use to fight the spiritual battle before us - there are eternal consequences, but our victory is assured. I urge
you to pick up your arsenal of weapons and go to war!

Wednesday Connecting Point by Butch — May 6, 2020
I hope change is not something you fear. Adjusting to the change of seasons is certainly nothing to fear, it's something
one learns to accept living up North, for example. But those of us blessed to live here in Florida, the change is not so
drastic. Nonetheless, change does come, and we have to make adjustments.
When it comes to adjusting to changes elsewhere, like in the church, for example, it can be unsettling and even fearful
at times. If we're not careful, it would be easy to develop the same attitude towards change as the old deacon in one
small, mid-western church who was heard saying, "Change is sin, and we sin as little as possible around here." If
change is sin God has done a lot of sinning, and I know none of us are willing to accept that heresy! Think about
it - God is really in the business of change. He changed a shepherds staff into a snake, He changed water into blood,
defeat into victory a thousand times over for His people in the Old Testament, a shepherd boy into a king, and that's
just a small portion of the changes God has brought about. Our Lord Jesus has also done His share of changing things.
He changed water into wine, diseased bodies into whole bodies, stormy seas into peaceful waters, seven loaves and
two small fish into a feast for thousands, and changed death into life for those in an early grave.
But, without a doubt, the greatest change that has happened or ever will happen is when Jesus turns lost sinners into
redeemed saints, when His precious grace so deeply touches a hardened soul that it turns disbelief, despair, and hate
into faith, hope, and love. "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will not enter the
kingdom of heaven (Matt. 18:3)."
So where is all this talk about change leading? I’m not sure. For instance, none of us is sure at this point what changes
we have experienced through this COVID 19 pandemic are going to remain with us and become our “new normal”,
which changes are going to drop by the wayside once we’re through this, and what changes will have to be
implemented going forward from here. But I do know the One who is the original “change agent” and He’s got this all
under control! I find comfort in that – therefore, I won’t fear change!
Don't fear change. Be open and make sure that you're not against change - God isn't! "Listen, I tell you a mystery: We
will not all sleep, but we will be changed- in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed." That's one change all of us are looking
forward to!
Forever changed by the Master,
Butch

Monday Connecting Point by Butch — May 11, 2020
This Monday’s Connecting Point is short. We know so
many of you are wondering when we will open Fairway
up once again for worship. We want to let you know
your elders and ministers have been in earnest
conversation and prayer about when and how this will
happen. It certainly has been no easy decision to make,
given all the concerns involved.
In this Wednesday’s Connecting Point we will be
sending out, in video form, a statement by our chairman
of the elders – Harry Harris - regarding this decision.
Our hope is that we have struck a balance between the
health and safety of our members, the time-frame given
by our Government officials – both state and federal,
and our own sense of when will be the “right” time to
open our doors once again.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Fellow members of Fairway Christian Church, we pray
that all is well with each of you and your families. We are
so blessed that your ministers and staff are able to remain
working and are able to keep us informed and enlightened
through the weekly message and the Connecting Point
releases. They have been very comforting and they serve
as a constant reminder that even though we are apart
physically we are still bonded together by our united love
for and by our Savior Lord Jesus Christ. If we put our
complete trust in the Lord we will be rewarded. Jesus tells
us through Romans 15:13, " may the God of hope fill you
with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may
overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit".
We continue to pray for you daily.
Blessings, your Elders—May 4, 2020

We would all agree that this has been a very long six or seven weeks. We’ve been confined to our homes with our families
and forced into isolation. Sometimes we wonder what God is doing and where he is in the midst of all we are experiencing. We know he is here, and even though we don’t understand, we can still adore and worship him. We forget him sometimes because we become so busy with the crisis at hand. He has not forsaken us nor left us. He is still with us and giving
us his grace. The Bible say, “For the grace of God appeared bringing salvation for all people” (Titus 2:11). Grace however,
must be accompanied by faith: a person must trust in the mercy and favor of God, even while it is undeserved. We want
you to know the Elders of this church are praying that God blesses you with good health and abundant grace.
Blessings, your Elders—May 11, 2020

Monday Connecting Point by Michael — May 18, 2020
Better Together
I love my family and I have enjoyed worshipping with them over the last few weeks at home. It is intimate and
personal to be with them in the Lord. However, I must say that I miss my FAMILY; my brothers and sisters in Christ
in whom I find encouragement, strength, and wisdom. There are many reasons why worshipping God in isolation
feels differently than worshipping God corporately. We are commanded to worship together and with that comes so
many benefits. Read the following passages of scripture and pick out all the benefits we gain by worshipping
together…
Psalm 34:3 ESV
Oh, magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together!
Psalm 95:6 ESV
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
Acts 2:42 ESV
And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
Hebrews 10:24-25 ESV
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
Colossians 3:16 ESV
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
Ephesians 5:19 ESV
Addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your
heart,
1 Corinthians 14:26 ESV
What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for building up.
Matthew 18:20 ESV
For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.
Longing for the next time we can worship together as a FAMILY, Michael

Wednesday Connecting Point by Bob — May 20, 2020
You will Never Be Small When Serving God!

Once while I was traveling by airplane, I was seated at a window seat. The plane was pretty high but yet I could make
out some things on the ground. I could see tiny cars making their way down a stretch of highway. I could see lakes
and cornfields outlined by country roads and an occasional barn and house. I was amazed at how small things
seemed. I could not see well enough to make out any people on the ground, but I knew they were there. I began to
think of how small we are compared to the size of our country and the world. It was indeed humbling to think of
being so small in such a big world.
Unless we are careful, from this vantage point, we may begin to feel not only small but also insignificant and
inconsequential in this big world. That would be a false trap set by Satan. While there were no planes at the time of
Pentecost to offer an elevated view, but if there had been, we would have seen twelve tiny figures starting out on a
journey to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. These disciples of Christ would plant the seeds of Christianity that
would grow to become the world’s largest religion with 31% of the 7.3 billion people (Pew Research 2015).
Because of our faith and the promise and hope of Jesus Christ, we are and never will be, insignificant nor
inconsequential, as we carry forward the blessings of our faith by being disciples and reaching others in His name.
I hope in some way we all are able to bless someone today and thank God for sending Jesus Christ as the only bridge
from sin to salvation and our only Hope of eternity!
Mark 16:15 (ESV) And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation”.
Blessings to you and your family, be safe!
Bob Harris
Wednesday Connecting Point by Butch — May 27, 2020
Just a Thought

We just celebrated Memorial Day on Monday and my sermon this past weekend was about the responsibilities of
freedom. We owe so much to those who have served our country in our Nations armed forces and especially to the
hundreds of thousands who have given their lives in the effort to maintain our freedom and fight in some cases, to
help bring freedom to others. I can get quite emotional sometimes when I see Old Glory flapping in the breeze over a
court house, at half-mast in front of a local business or county building, or when we stand at a ball game and sing the
national anthem and place our hands over our hearts.
As a minister for over 30 years now, I’ve had the privilege of doing many funeral services for veterans of the several
branches of our armed forces, many of them at the National Cemetery’s that are found in every state. I can tell you
this: call me emotional, but when I get done with my part of grave-side service at one of these cemeteries, and the
Honor Guard has finished with their part and presented the folded American flag to the spouse or family in appreciation for the deceased’s service, it’s the last thing done that always chokes me up – the lone soldier takes his place off
a short distance from the grave sight and blows Taps on his bugle. So many contrasting emotions go through my mind
at that moment: the sadness of death, the empathy experienced with the spouse and/or family’s loss, the privilege of
honoring those who served, the pride of country, the feeling of having a connection (as a Vet myself) to the thousands
around me laying in their final resting place. It’s enough to just try and hold back the tears. But at the same time, I
consider it one of the unique privileges I have as a minister of the gospel. May we never forget those who gave their
lives so we might enjoy the freedom we have.

Have a blessed day!
Butch
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P.O. Box 271
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Looking Forward
The Elders and ministers met over a period of several weeks in May to discuss when the re-opening of weekend
worship services here at Fairway Christian Church might take place and how it will be done. This has not been an
easy process as so many different responses to this crisis from churches around our country and even here in our own
state of Florida. I can assure you this decision has not been taken lightly and has had much prayer and discussion
behind it. Because there are some in our congregation who do not have access to the announcements made through
the Monday Connecting Point video email or the weekend video-taped services we thought it would be good to also
put it in print form in our newsletter.
After much prayer and discussion it has been decided that the logistics and details of trying to conduct a weekend
service limited by social distancing, video-overflow seating with social distancing in the fellowship hall and
classroom C/D, reservations for the resulting limited seating capacity, etc., etc., would result in a “less-thandesirable” worship experience for all concerned. There is of course, the increased risk factor to be considered with
our demographic as well. With all these factors in play we have decided to continue the recording the weekend
services as we have been doing until the Elders deem it safe enough to resume weekend services with no restrictions
in place. This is assuming of course, that people will use common sense health precautions like face-masks if desired,
staying home if sick or if they are at risk, etc. Obviously, we are not able to announce any specific dates, but we are
monitoring things weekly to make a determination on an opening date as soon as we feel it is safe to do so. We pray
this will happen sooner rather than later. We know everyone will not be happy with this decision, but we feel this is
the best route for us to take. Thank you for your understanding and patience in these unprecedented times. Be assured, the Lord’s church will prevail through this. Pray for your Elders as they make the difficult decisions that are
required of them as leaders, and pray for God to use this crisis as a wake-up call for our nation to give attention to the
things that are most important!
Yours in Christ,
Butch

